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any luxuries, we shall sleep on mother earth, we shall eat only
roots and nuts, we shall give up all earthly happiness and practise
complete self-denial". That was their resolve, I call Rana Pratap
Singh a Sthitaprajna. Let everyone practise self-denial and be
a Sthitaprajna.

The Hindu, 2-2-1922

112.   NORTH-SOUTH
From the discussions about a settlement which took place in
the two Houses of the Central Legislature, we can see that our
position and that of the Government are a,s far apart as the North
Pole and the South. This is precisely why I have said that negotia-
tions with the Government at this juncture are useless. The
Government is still power-drunk. It still hopes to suppress [the
movement] with the power of its guns. It has no faith in the
strength of our convictions or in our capacity for sacrifice. And,
as long as the Government hopes to suppress us, even if it agrees
to negotiate with us for a settlement, it will be in the manner of a
master negotiating with his servant.
The supporters of the Government say that our demand is so
absurd that it cannot possibly be conceded. Galling something
impossible1 does not make it impossible. Or, rather, in one case,
the thing may be impossible for want of inclination and in an-
other for lack of ability.
The Government has never been able to explain what is im-
possible in the demand about the Khilafat. Its impossibility lies
wholly in the Government's guilty intention, its unwillingness to grant
the demand. What is there impossible in the British vacating Arabia ?
What impossibility or obstacle can there be in returning its territory
to Turkey? If the British people cannot tolerate this, then India
will have to consider whether she should not sever the British
connection completely. The Government's unwillingness to satisfy
the Khilafat demand certainly cannot be advanced as a valid
argument.
The same is true about the Punjab issue. Which demand of
ours about the Punjab is impossible for the Government to con-
cede? As regards pension, Maulana Shaukat Ali and Sir Michael
O'Dwyer were on the same footing as officers. Yet the Govern-
ment did not consult anyone when stopping Maulana Shaukat Ali's
1 Vide Appendix I.